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f h|!                       March until the end of May, when they begin to scatter and
;4'(   >                    lose the migratory instinct.    After the rains in early June
|4i|                        have begun egg-laying takes place, and the hoppers hatch out
03                        in five or six weeks and take six weeks to reach the adult stage.
In the control of locust plagues the first and most important
41!                         aim is to have accurate and early information as to the size
|;:'f!                         and locality of swarms and of the direction they are taking.
I ;,\[                          This is provided for by the locust laws drafted by countries
| /;                          where plagues are regular, which insist on compulsory notifi-
cation of swarm movements. The second most important
point is to have some sort of co-operation between cultivators,
so that control measures can be instituted over large areas
simultaneously. This is also to some extent provided for in
the locust laws, but must be supplemented by education and
publicity.
By having accurate information of the origin of a swarm
leading to the discovery of the permanent breeding ground, if
*|f                        there is one, much can be done in the way of permanently
arresting the plagues.   Action on the breeding ground has
largely put an end to the Rocky Mountain locust ae a plague,
% and the extension of agriculture to the foothills of the Rockies
and to former deserts has eliminated many old breeding grounds.
I        >,        Having obtained information of the swarms and their line of
; ;                 flight, control resolves itself largely into those methods which
., ;                    appear best and most easily carried out on the spot.   Thus it in
' f \                  possible in some cases to mark down swarms at night in cool
|i ;      |                  weather   and spray them with any handy insecticide while
^                  they are torpid, or, while in the same state, in the early morning
|t                  they may be driven along into previously dug trenches and
buried. Spraying vegetation in the line of their path has met
with success, but care must be taken in, the UHO of arsenical
or other poisonous sprays where cattle abound, and the whole-
sale distribution of poisonous substances among native popu-
lations is not always desirable. Various poisoned baits have
been used with success, consisting of bran, arsenic and molasses,
and the Griddle mixture in which fresh horse-dung replaces the
bran is useful in that birds and cattle are leBB likely to touch
it. Poisoned baits are a great success in protecting fruit trees.
Deep ploughing at the right season of the year to expose egg
masses to the action of the sun is useful, as also is discing. Where